All Her Little Secrets Discussion Questions
by Wanda M. Morris

Author Bio: (from Fantastic Fiction & Wanda M Morris’ website)

Wanda M. Morris has worked in the legal departments of some of America’s top Fortune
100 companies. Wanda previously served as President of the Georgia Chapter of the
Association of Corporate Counsel. Wanda is a member of Sisters in Crime, Mystery Writers
of America, and Crime Writers of Color. All Her Little Secrets is her debut novel.

Wanda Morris is married, the mother of three, and lives in Atlanta, Georgia.

Characters:

Ellice Littlejohn — Lawyer for Houghton Transportation Company in Atlanta. Only black
person in the Legal department. Has a brother, Sam. Went to boarding school on a
scholarship. Mother was Martha. Lived with Miss Vee off and on when she was a child.

Anita — Ellice’s administrative assistant.

Nate Ashe — CEO of Houghton Transportation. Friendly. Family is important to him. Has some
memory issues.

Benson Randolph Harris “Uncle B” — Lawyer who Ellice (with Miss Vee and Sam) spent
holidays with when she was in school. He was married to Myrtle. Friend of Miss Vee.

Shelly Bradford — Detective. In charge of Michael's death investigation. Working with
Detective Charles Burke.

Charles Burke — Detective investigating Michael’s suicide with Detective Shelly Bradford.
Rudy Clifton — Senior lawyer. Reports to Ellice. Married to Kelly. Office gossip. Jewish.
Butch Coogler — Sherriff in Chillicothe, Georgia in 1978.

Johnathon Everett — Houghton Chief Financial Officer. Thin. Unpleasant to work with.

Willie Jay Groover — Police officer in Chillicothe, Georgia in 1978. Rough and aggressive.
Martha Littlejohn and her kids lived with him. Disappeared.

Hardy King — Director of Corporate Security. Widower. Hugger.

Lana — Ellice’s friend. They were roommates in college at Georgetown. Married. The steady,
common sense friend.

Martha Littlejohn — Ellice and Sam’s mother. Neglectful. Alcoholic and abusive. Lived with
Willie Jay Groover.

Sam Littlejohn — Ex-con. Ellice’s younger brother. In between jobs. Gambling problem.

Max Lumpkin — Houghton vice president of Operations. Obvious in his dislike for Ellice.
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Grace Sampson — Ellice’s friend. Black. They were roommates in college at Georgetown.
Married. The wild, energetic friend.

Michael Sayles — Lawyer. Head of the Houghton Legal Department. Ellice’s boss. Married
with 2 college-aged kids. Wife is Anna. Having an affair with Ellie. Found dead in the office
(apparent suicide).

Willow Sommerville — In charge of Houghton’s HR department.

Vera “Miss Vee” — Took care of Ellie when she was little.

The two towns in the book:

Chillicothe, Georgia — 1978 — small, rural, rundown town
Atlanta, Georgia — Current

Discussion Questions:

10.

11.
12.
13.

Did you like the book? Why or why not?

This story switches back and forth between Ellice’s childhood in Chillicothe, Georgia and
the present situation in Atlanta. Did you like the time shifts? Why or why not?

Did you like the pacing of the book? Did it keep you interested? Why or why not?

Why do you think Ellice ran when she found Michael's body? Do you think the situation
have been different if she had stayed?

Ellice is a lawyer. Did you find the way she handled the situation and her interactions with
the police to be believable? Why or why not?

Despite what she says in the book, do you think Ellice actually did love Michael? Do you
think her feelings were a factor in any of her decisions?

What do you think made Ellice so driven when it came to school and her career? Was she
equally focused on other aspects of her life (e.g. friendships, romance, family)?

What did you think of the sibling relationship between Sam and Ellice? Do you think Ellice
was responsible for Sam’s problems and/or could she have prevented them?

Ellice gives some leeway to Willow towards the end of the book despite some of her
complicity in what happened at Houghton. What do you think Ellice’s thought process
was? Do you agree or disagree with her?

Ellice encounters Detective Bradford multiple times in the story. What do you think of these
two characters? Do you think they’re in similar positions or are they purely antagonists?

What do you think of Vera’s philosophy of “saving the babies”?
Do you think Nate was complicit in the schemes at Houghton?

What do you think of Ellice’s decision to leave everything behind and take care of Vera?
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14. How do you think the author handled the tougher topics in the book, such as racism,
sexism, and abuse?

15. Why do you think this story took place in Atlanta, Georgia and not any other city?

16. There was a lot of discussion about family in the book whether it was the “Houghton family”
or Ellice’s personal relationships with Sam, Vera, Martha, Rudy and Grace. What do you
think of the theme of family in this book and how do you define it?

17. Did you expect the ending of the book? Or did you have a completely different idea of how
the story was going to end?

18. Did the ending of the book offer the closure you wanted? Were you satisfied or
disappointed by the way the book ended?

19. A reoccurring theme in our books is the grey area between the law and each character's
moral code. Was what happened to Hardy King right? What about what happened to Willie
Jay? Could either of the situations been handled in a different way?

20. Wanda M. Morris currently has one more book out. Will you read it?

References:
. Fantastic Fiction — https://www.fantasticfiction.com/m/wanda-m-morris/
. GoodReads - https://www.goodreads.com/book/57505278-all-her-little-secrets/questions
. Wanda M Morris’ website — https://wandamorriswrites.com/
. Novelist — https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.clevnet.org/novp/detail?vid=2&sid=86ch8cae-1606-4837-891f-
e72aaedd8330%40redis&bdata=IJnNpdGU9bm92cClsaxXZI#UI=11011708&db=neh

Wanda M. Morris’ Books

Fiction:
e All Her Little Secrets (2021)
o Anywhere You Run (2022)

If you liked All Her Little Secrets, try...

o Beyond Reasonable Doubt — Gary Bell

e The Cage — Bonnie Kistler
¢ Someone Had To Do It — Amber Brown
e As the Wicked Watch — Tamron Hall

e Mississippi Blood — Greg lles
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